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This midyear evaluation of the Model Reading School (MRS) is 
unlike those of previous years in that it is quite brief by being 
limited to achievement results of the MRS first semester classes. 
Emphasis this year is upon longer range effects and especially such 
effects of the satellite classes. Therefore, an extensive evaluation 


of MRS and satellite classes is planned for May, 1970. 


The specific null hypothesis tested is that: 
There is no significant difference between the 
reading ability of pupils who attended the MRS 
and those who did not attend. 

No research was conducted on the classroom teachers who 
accompanied their pupils to the MRS nor was research conducted on the 
MRS observers. Previous evaluations consistently yielded significant 
evidence showing that the MRS produced positive effects upon such 


participants. 


METHOD 


Subjects: 

All pupils enrolled in grades 2 through 6 and kindergarten of 
the MRS to be known as Experimental (E) pupils. These classes were 
matched with comparable classes not taking part in the MRS program 
and are mown as Control (C) pupils. The first graders were not 
included in this evaluation because in September, 1969 their level 
of academic maturity had not reached the minimum level of the 


achievement test used.. 


428329 


ens 


Instruments: 

Readiness Scale developed by the MRS kindergarten teacher in 
consultation with the MRS Director and the Research Director -- for 
E and C kindergarten pupils. This Scale includes scores for Parts 


I, II, and Total. 


Stanford Achievement Test, Primary I - Word Reading, Paragraph 
Meaning, Vocabulary, Spelling and Word Study Skills -- for E and C 


Grade 2 pupils. 


Stanford Achievement Test, Primary II - Word Meaning, Paragraph 
Meaning, Social Studies, Spelling, and Word Study Skills -- for E 


and C Grade 3 pupils. 


Stanford Achievement Test, Intermediate I - Word Meaning, 
Paragraph Meaning, Language, Spelling, Word Study Skills, and Social 


Studies -- for E and C Grade ); and 5 pupils. 


Stanford Achievement Test, Intermediate II - Word Meaning, 
Paragraph Meaning, Language, Spelling, and Social Studies -- for 


E and C Grade 6 pupils. 


Procedure : 

E and C pupils were pre-tested in September, 1969 with the 
appropriate instruments described above. They were post-tested with 
alternate forms of the same instruments at the close of the first 


semester in January, 1970. 


Statistical Analysis: 
Analysis of covariance was used to analyze all data. "F" ratios 


with p values = ¢ .05 were considered significant. 


Results and Discussion: 

Table 1 shows that of the 30 comparisons between C and E classes 
after post-test X's were adjusted for pre-test differences, E's sur- 
passed C's approximately twice as many times (19) as C's did E's (11). 
In the cases of the E's higher performance over C's, 9 of the 19 
comparisons were statistically significant and all but two were 
significant at the .001 level of confidence. Two of the C's 11 
higher performances over E's were statistically significant. On the 


basis of these results the null hypothesis is rejected. 


When pre- and post-test X's are viewed, it is noted that E's 
improved on all subtests except on Grade 5, Word Study Skills, where 
no change in X's appeared. C!s also improved on all subtests from 
pre. to post-testing with the exception of Kindergarten Readiness 
Scale - Part II which showed a decline. Because this in-turn 
affected the Readiness Scale - Total, C's registered a decline here, 


also. 


The best E results occurred in Kindergarten and in Grade h, 
and Word Study Skills showed consistently significant results in each 
grade where it was administered. However, in Grade 5 the Word Study 
Skills results favored the C's as there was no change in E's pre- and 


post-test X's, 


These results support those of previous semesters by suggesting 
that generally the MRS produces significant achievement beyond that 


which occurs in typical reading programs. 
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Achievement Results 


Fall Semester 1969 - Kindergarten 
Readiness Scale* 


Early Fall Winter 


Item Group Pre-Test X Post-Test X Adj. X F 

Part I c 7.33 7.95 7.40 37.60 
E 5.21 10.37 10.97 

Part II c 35.05 34.19 28.86 58.45 
E 2.32 41.00 46.89 

Total c 42.38 42.1 35.89 62.09 
E 29.53 51.89 58.80 


Fall Semester 1969 - Grade 2 
Stanford Achievement Test, Primary I** 


Early Fall Winter 


Item Group Pre-Test X Post-Test X Adj. X F 
Word Cc 2.32 1.68 1.64 0.56 
Reading E 1.24 1.56 1.59 
Paragraph [a 1.49 1.69 1.63 0.56 
Meaning E 1.34 1.67 Uae 
Vocabulary c 1.39 1.89 1.86 4.64 
E 1.34 1.58 1.60 
Spelling c .89 1.48 1.64 1.76 
E 1.17 1.54 1.43 
Word Study c 1.33 1.54 1.50 5.90 
Skills E 1.26 1.67 1.71 


*Note: All values are raw score values. 
*4Note: Results for Grades 2 through 6 are grade equivalents. 
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V3? 


1/37 


1/37 


Signif. 
001 


-001 


-001 


N.S. 
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TABLE 1 continued 
Fall Semester 1969 - Grade 3 
Stanford Achievement Test, Primary II 


Early Fall Winter 


Item Group Pre-Test X Post-Test X Adj. X F df Signif. 
Word c 2.6 3.02 3.09 0.26 1/7? N.S. 
Meaning E 2.64 3.2) 3.17 
Paragraph (& 2.38 3.02 3.09 0.03 1/47 N.S 
Meaning E 2.50 Selit Slee 
Social Cc 3.06 3.05 2.95 3.91 Wh? N.S 
Studies E 2.46 3.26 3.38 
Spelling c 2.39 3.06 3.08 1.83 Wu? N.S 
E 2.43 3.29 BRI 
Word Study c 298) 2.45 2.46 8.8), 1/47 (onl 
Skills E 2.26 3.06 3.05 
Fall Semester 1969 - Grade 
Stanford Achievement Test, Intermediate I 
Early Fall Winter 
Item Group Pre-Test X Post-Test X Adj. X F df  Signif. 
Word c 4.27 4.53 4.38 125.25 1/55 001 
Meaning E S05) 6.81 6.97 
Paragraph G 3.76 ebb 42h 0.51 1/55 N.S: 
Meaning E See 4.22 4.43 
Language (s; 3.66 4.20 4.07 83.06 1/55 .001 
E 3.34 5.96 6.10 
Spelling (3) 4.08 46 4.30 204.32 1/55 .001 
E 3.68 8.14 8.31 
Word Study 3.2 3.62 3.60 28.48 1/55 001 
Skills E 3.08 5.06 5.08 
Social c 3.73 4.28 4.40 0.23 1/55 N.S. 
Studies E 3.98 4 Wl 4.28 
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TABLE 1 continued 
Fall Semester 1969 - Grade 5 
Stanford Achievement Test, Intermediate I 


Early Fall Winter 


Item Group Pre-Test X Post-Test X Adj. X F df Signif. 
Word c h.L6 5.15 5.99 0.61 I/kh N.S. 
Meaning E 43h 4.86 4.gl 
Paragraph (o} lg 5.15: 5.08 2.11 1/uh N.S. 
Meaning E Negi! 4.73 4.78 
Language c 4.42 5.59 5.46 0.62 I/bh N.S. 
E 4.12 5.26 5.26 
Spelling c 4.36 Bel5 Biase) 2.20 I/hh N.S 
E 4.82 5.2 5.06 
Word Study C 3.74 4.78 1.88 14.53 1/bh = 001 
Skills E 3.93 3.93 3.85 
Social g 4.90 hob 4.82 0.09 1/kh N.S 
Studies E 4.65 4.80 4.89 


Fall Semester 1969 - Grade 6 
Stanford Achievement Test, Intermediate II 


Early Fall Winter 


Item Group Pre-Test X Post-Test X Adj. X F df Sigmite 
Word Cc 5.30 6.11 6.00 0.82 1/50 N.S. 
Meaning E 5.12 6.11 6.20 
Paragraph (6) B18 5.87 5.82 Te 2/50" Ness 
Meaning E eal, 6.18 6.18 
Language ea 5.0k 6.05 6.42 0.29 1/50 N.S. 
E 5.72 6.56 6.25 
Spelling Cc 5.29 6.13 6.48 0.52/50) N.S. 
E 5.90 6.59 6.29 
Social c 5.36 5.47 5.13 1.2, 1/50 N.S. 
Studies E 5.58 6.21 6.00 


